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The clerks are constituiional officers.

Yes, they are. No one is disputing that fact. But the record keeping functions
they perform for the courts are not in the constitution, they are in the statutes and
so are subject to legislative oversight. Their budgets for these functions should be
too.

We have no interest in the clerks’ responsibilities to local government that are
separate from the court record keeping functions,

The Governor, judges and legislators are all constitutional officers too. And the
budgets for all are appropriated by the legislature.

Court administration is trying to take over the clerk’s office and destroy a system
that has worked perfectly well for 150 years.

The current funding structure for the judicial branch entities: the courts, the
clerks, the state attorneys and the public defenders, has only been in place for 5
years. The courts beginning in 2004 have had a unified budget for the trial courts,
unlike the 67 county clerks, whose budgets are still determined separately.

The judges are willing to consider efficiencies that could be gained by a
consolidation of court related functions.

The clerks have real accountability for the monies they receive and manage.

We are aware that the clerks’ budget is a matter of public record and that they
have developed performance measures that they report on. But their budgets
aren’t appropriated by the legislature, so the level of accountability is not the
same as it is for other Judicial Branch entities.

The clerks generate a lot of money for the state, which could be lost if the judges
manage the money.

The business of the courts generates a lot of money for the state: the clerks have
no control over the number of cases filed from which filing fee revenue is
generated, or the fines that judges impose, which is set by law. Judges only
manage what money is appropriated to them by the legislature, they have no
independent control over revenue.









