
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

  
 

 

  

    

     

             

         

     

            

          

 

         

   

  

 

       

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA 
(Before a Referee) 

THE FLORIDA BAR, 
Supreme Court Case No. 

Complainant, 

v. The Florida Bar File No. 
2020-00,033(2B) 

ROBERT JOHN FOY, 

Respondent. 

________________________/ 

FORMAL COMPLAINT FOR RECIPROCAL DISCIPLINE 

The Florida Bar, complainant, files this Complaint against Robert John Foy, 

respondent, pursuant to the Rules Regulating The Florida Bar and alleges: 

1. Respondent is, and at all times mentioned in the complaint was, a 

member of The Florida Bar, admitted on September 22, 2006, and is subject to the 

jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of Florida. 

2. In addition to membership in The Florida Bar, respondent is a member 

of the Tennessee State Bar, and otherwise subject to the jurisdiction of the Supreme 

Court of Tennessee. 

3. This is a reciprocal discipline action, based on the Petition for 

Discipline dated November 7, 2019, and the Order of Enforcement dated August 

17, 2020, which imposed a suspension from the practice of law for a period of 7 

years, with 5 years served as an active suspension, and the remainder served on 

probation.  Copies are attached hereto as Composite Exhibit “A.” 
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4. Respondent’s Tennessee suspension was based on the following 

conduct: 

A. On or about September 16, 2015, respondent agreed to 

represent Jo Nelson in a personal injury case which resulted from a car 

accident. 

B. Upon information and belief, Ms. Nelson’s case was settled on 

or about February 9, 2018, for $40,000.00. 

C. On or about March 14, 2018, respondent deposited the 

settlement check into his trust account. 

D. Respondent knowingly and intentionally did not send a portion 

of the settlement funds to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. 

E. Respondent knowingly and intentionally did not send a portion 

of the settlement funds to Ms. Nelson’s chiropractor’s office to settle her 

chiropractor’s bill until Ms. Nelson filed a disciplinary complaint against 

respondent. 

F. Respondent did not provide any settlement funds to Ms. Nelson 

until the disciplinary complaint was made. 

G. Respondent’s bank records reveal that after he deposited Ms. 

Nelson’s $40,000.00 settlement check into his trust account on March 14, 
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2018, the balance of respondent’s trust account fell to $5,960.16 on April 18, 

2019. 

H. Respondent transferred $17,500.00 from his trust account to his 

operating account between the months of March and April 2018. 

I. On or about April 11, 2018, respondent sent a check in the 

amount of $56,304.00 to another client as a final distribution of an estate. 

J. Respondent's trust account, thereafter, remained below 

$18,000.00 until December 21, 2018. 

K. On or about May 17, 2019, respondent submitted a copy of 

what he purported to be his trust account monthly statements from “March 

2018 to present” to the Tennessee Disciplinary Board. 

L. The trust account monthly statements provided by respondent 

were for the months of March 2018 until April 2019. 

M. The trust account documents provided by respondent indicated 

that Ms. Nelson’s funds at issue remained, and were maintained, in his trust 

account for the duration of March 2018 until April 2019. 

N. On or about June 3, 2019, Tennessee disciplinary counsel 

subpoenaed respondent’s trust account records from Franklin Synergy Bank. 
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O. In response to the issued subpoena, respondent’s bank produced 

an entirely different set of bank records in relation to respondent’s trust 

account. 

P. The bank records submitted by respondent to the Board were 

not accurate and were altered. 

Q. Respondent knowingly, and with intent to deceive the Board, 

altered the bank records he provided to the Board. 

R. Respondent knowingly and intentionally provided false 

documents to the Board in connection with a disciplinary matter. 

S. Based on the foregoing, respondent has engaged in unethical 

conduct in violation of the following Tennessee Rules of Professional 

Conduct: 1.15 (Safekeeping Property and Funds), 3.4 (Fairness to the 

Opposing Party and Counsel), 4.1 (Truthfulness and Candor in Statements to 

Others), 8.4(a) (Misconduct), and 4-8.4(c) (Conduct Involving Dishonesty, 

Fraud, Deceit or Misrepresentation). 

5. By operation of R. Regulating Fla. Bar 3-4.6, the Petition for 

Discipline and the Order of Enforcement from the Supreme Court of Tennessee 

shall be considered as conclusive proof of such misconduct in this disciplinary 

proceeding. 
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WHEREFORE, The Florida Bar prays respondent will be appropriately 

disciplined in accordance with the provisions of the Rules Regulating The Florida 

Bar as amended. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Alan Anthony Pascal, Bar Counsel 
The Florida Bar 
651 East Jefferson Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2300 
(850) 561-5845 
Florida Bar No. 961663 
apascal@floridabar.org 

Patricia Ann Toro Savitz, Staff Counsel 
The Florida Bar 
651 E. Jefferson Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2300 
(850) 561-5839 
Florida Bar No. 559547 
psavitz@floridabar.org 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I certify that this document has been e-filed with the Honorable John A. 
Tomasino, Clerk of the Supreme Court of Florida, with a copy provided via email to 
Robert John Foy, bobfoy@foylawgroup.com, and that a copy has been furnished by 
United States Mail via certified mail No. 7017 3380 0000 1082 7379, return receipt 
requested to Robert John Foy, whose record bar address is 620 N. Walnut Street, 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37130-2854, and via email to Alan Anthony Pascal, Bar 
Counsel, apascal@floridabar.org, on this 3rd day of November 2020. 

Patricia Ann Toro Savitz 
Staff Counsel 
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NOTICE OF TRIAL COUNSEL AND DESIGNATION OF PRIMARY 
EMAIL ADDRESS 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the trial counsel in this matter is Alan 
Anthony Pascal, Bar Counsel, whose address, telephone number and primary email 
address are The Florida Bar, 651 East Jefferson Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-
2300, (850) 561-5845, apascal@floridabar.org. Respondent need not address 
pleadings, correspondence, etc. in this matter to anyone other than trial counsel and 
to Patricia Ann Toro Savitz, Staff Counsel, The Florida Bar, 651 E Jefferson Street, 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2300, psavitz@floridabar.org. 
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MANDATORY ANSWER NOTICE 

RULE 3-7.6(h)(2), RULES REGULATING THE FLORIDA BAR, 
PROVIDES THAT A RESPONDENT SHALL ANSWER A COMPLAINT. 
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