
In Re: Amendments to Rules Regulating The Florida Bar (Biennial Petition Housekeeping), Case No. SC14-
2107 (Fla. May 21, 2015, effective October 1, 2015).  

 

• Rule 1-4.3 was amended to add the chair of the Board of Governors’ Program Evaluation Committee as 
an automatic member of the Executive Committee.  

• Rule 1-13.1 was amended to allow service by e-mail on Bar related matters. 
• Bylaw 2-7.3 was amended to allow the Bar to maintain a current list of its sections and divisions on its 

website rather than in the bylaws. 
• Rule 3-7.1 was amended to clarify that Bar grievance records that can be made public are subject to 

exceptions in Chapter 4 of The Rules Regulating The Florida Bar, or by statutes and case law on 
attorney-client privilege. 

• Rule 3-7.11(b) was amended to add the requirement that every Bar member provide the Bar with a valid 
e-mail address, unless that member has been exempted by the Bar or the court from using the electronic 
filing and e-service system for the state courts; that the Bar may serve notice of a formal Bar complaint 
via U.S. Postal Service certified mail or other method directed by the Supreme Court; and that all 
communication between the Bar, a respondent, and the respondent’s attorney during an investigation of 
a grievance case can be conducted by e-mail, unless the lawyer does not have an e-mail address. 

• The terminology section of the Preamble to Chapter 4 was amended to add “electronic communications” 
under “Writing” and under “screened.” 

• Rule 4-1.4 commentary was amended to add that, “Lawyers have particular responsibilities in 
communicating with clients regarding changes in firm composition. See Rule 4-5.8.” 

• Rule 4-1.18 was amended to clarify that consultation can occur by electronic means and the commentary 
was amended to clarify that whether a consultation has occurred depends on the circumstances. 

• Rule 4-4.4 and its commentary were amended to add that electronic records, including metadata attached 
to various documents, are included in the type of documents and information that can accidently be sent 
to third parties. 

• Rule 4-5.5 commentary was amended to clarify that an attorney licensed in another state and who is able 
to practice on a limited basis in Florida  under the multijurisdictional practice rule may not establish an 
office in Florida to represent clients in matters in his or her home state and that a lawyer admitted or 
authorized to practice in Florida temporarily under the rule is not authorized to establish an office in 
Florida to practice law. 

• Rule 4-6.5 was amended to allow past as well as current members of the Bar Board of Governors to fill 
five seats in the Standing Committee on Pro Bono Legal Services and to make the president, or the 
president’s designee, of the Young Lawyers Division an automatic member of the committee. 

• Rule 6-3.7, which created the Emeritus Specialist Status, was deleted. 
• Rule 6-3.11(c) was deleted, relating to emeritus specialist fees above. 
• Chapter 6-29 was added, creating an area of board certification in juvenile law. 


