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Proposal 6001 

Florida Constitution Revision Commission 

Title: Rights of Crime Victims; Judges 

Ballot Summary: A proposal to amend Section 16 of Article I of the State 

Constitution to revise and establish additional rights of victims of crime; create 

Section 21 of Article V of the State Constitution to require a state court or an 

administrative law judge to interpret a state statute or rule de novo in litigation 

between an administrative agency and a private party and not merely defer to the 

administrative agency’s interpretation; and amend Section 8 of Article V and to create 

a new section in Article XII of the State Constitution to increase the age after which 

a justice or judge may no longer serve in a judicial office. 

Summaries from Proposal Analysis  

Summary – Rights of Crime Victims 

Article I, Section 16(b) of the Florida Constitution establishes the right of victims of 

crime, or their lawful representatives, including the next of kin of homicide victims, 

to be informed, to be present, and to be heard at all crucial states of criminal 

proceedings. These rights are subordinate to the constitutional rights of the accused 

to the extent that they would interfere with such rights. The Florida Legislature has 

also supplemented the rights provided to crime victims under Article I, Section 16(b) 

by general law.  

This proposal expands the constitutional rights of crime victims in the criminal justice 

and juvenile justice systems, and the categories of persons entitled to such rights. 

The rights granted to crime victims by the proposal must be “protected by law in a 

manner no less vigorous than protections afforded to criminal defendants and 

juvenile delinquents,” thus the proposal appears to make constitutional crime victim 

rights equal, rather than subordinate, to the constitutional rights of the accused.  

The constitutional crime victim rights established by the proposal duplicate many 

current statutory crime victim rights, while creating several additional rights, 

including:  

• The right to be reasonably protected from the accused or persons acting on 

the accused’s behalf; 

• The right to right to refuse an interview, deposition, or other discovery request 

by the defense or anyone acting on the defendant’s behalf; and  

• The right to demand that all state-level appeals of the criminal case be 

completed within a specified period.  
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This proposal is similar to a victim’s rights proposal adopted in several other states 

known as “Marsy’s Law.” Sixty percent voter approval is required for adoption. If 

approved by the voters, the proposal will take effect on January 8, 2019. 

http://flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0096/Analyses/2017p0096.pre.dr.PDF 

Summary – Judges  

The proposal creates Section 21 of Article V of the Florida Constitution. The proposal 

requires any state court or administrative law judge to interpret a state statute or 
rule de novo (anew, without reference to any previous legal conclusion), independent 
of an agency’s interpretation, in any litigation proceedings between a private party 

and an administrative agency. 
 
http://flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0006/Analyses/2017p0006.pre.ex.PDF 

 

Summary – Judges  

A proposal to amend Section 8 of Article V of the State Constitution to increase the 

mandatory judicial retirement age to seventy-five, without the possibility of 

completing a term. Additionally, this proposal will add a new section to Article XII to 

specify that the mandatory retirement age will be raised on July 1, 2019. 

http://flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0041/Analyses/2017p0041.pre.ee.PDF 
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Proposal 6003 

Florida Constitution Revision Commission 

Title: School Board Term Limits and Duties; Public Schools 

Ballot Summary: A proposal to amend Section 4 of Article IX and create a new 

section in Article XII of the State Constitution to establish a limitation on the period 

for which a person may be elected as a member of a district school board; to specify 

which schools are operated, controlled, and supervised by a school board; and to 

create a new section in Article IX of the State Constitution to require the Legislature 

to provide for the promotion of civic literacy in public education. 

Summaries from Proposal Analysis  

Summary: School Board Term Limits  

The proposal amends section 4 of Article IX of the Florida Constitution to limit school 

board members to two consecutive four-year terms. After serving two terms for a 

total of eight years, the school board member is ineligible to run for another term. 

The proposal provides that current service on the school board counts towards the 

eight-year limit. 

http://flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0043/Analyses/2017p0043.lo.PDF 

Summary: School Operation   

Amends Article IX, §4(b) by adding language to: Provide that nothing in the 

constitution may be construed to limit the legislature from creating alternative 

processes to authorize the establishment of public schools within the state by general 

law. 

http://flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0071/Analyses/2017p0071.ed.PDF 

Summary: Civic literacy in public education  

The proposal creates a new Section, Article IX, in the Florida Constitution, which 

requires the 
Legislature to provide for the promotion of civic literacy in public education. 

 
http://flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0010/Analyses/2017p0010.pre.ed.PDF 

 

 

 

http://flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0043/Analyses/2017p0043.lo.PDF
http://flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0071/Analyses/2017p0071.ed.PDF
http://flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0010/Analyses/2017p0010.pre.ed.PDF
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Proposal 6004 

Florida Constitution Revision Commission 

Title: Prohibits Offshore Oil and Gas Drilling; Prohibits Vaping in Enclosed 

Indoor Workplaces  

Ballot Summary 

A proposal to amend Section 7 of Article II of the State Constitution to prohibit the 

drilling for exploration and extraction of oil and natural gas in specified coastal waters 

and amend Section 20 of Article X of the State Constitution to establish a general 

prohibition on the use of vapor-generating electronic devices in enclosed indoor 

workplaces. 

Summaries from Proposal Analysis  

Summary: Prohibits Offshore Oil and Gas Drilling  

Article II, Section 7 of the Florida Constitution establishes the policy of the state to 

conserve and protect its natural resources and scenic beauty. Consistent with this 
overall policy, the Florida Department of Environmental Protection regulates oil and 

gas drilling in Florida territorial waters through the Oil and Gas Program. Primary 
responsibilities of the Oil and Gas Program also include conservation of oil and 
gas resources, correlative rights protection, maintenance of health and human safety, 

and environmental protection. 
 

Currently, the permitting or construction of structures intended for the drilling or 
production of oil and 
gas is prohibited in the following locations: 

▪ Florida’s east or west coast within Florida’s territorial sea; 

▪ Any submerged land within any bay or estuary; 

▪ Within 1 mile seaward of the coastline of the state; 

▪ Within 1 mile of the seaward boundary of any state, local, or federal park or 

aquatic or wildlife 

▪ preserve or on the surface of a freshwater lake, river, or stream; or 

▪ Within 1 mile inland from the shoreline of the Gulf of Mexico, the Atlantic 

Ocean, or any bay 

▪ or estuary or within 1 mile of any freshwater lake, river, or stream (unless 

there is adequate 

▪ protection in the event of accident or blowout.) 

The proposal prohibits oil and gas drilling for exploration or extraction in and beneath 
all state waters which have not been alienated and that lie between the mean high-
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water line and the outermost boundaries of the state’s territorial seas. This prohibition 
does not apply to the transportation of oil and gas products produced outside those 

waters. The proposal is self-executing. 
 

Sixty percent voter approval is required for adoption. If approved by the voters, the 
proposal will take effect on January 8, 2019. 
 
http://flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0091/Analyses/2017p0091.pre.dr.PDF 

 

Summary: Prohibits Vaping in Enclosed Indoor Workplaces 
Indoor Smoking Ban 
Section 20 of Article X currently only prohibits the smoking of tobacco in enclosed 

indoor work places. 1. This prohibition was added by general election in 2002, 2 
before tobacco vaporizers were popular or even on the market in the U.S. 

 
There are four exceptions to the prohibition, including: 

▪ Private residences whenever the residence is not being used commercially to 

provide child care, adult care, health care, or combination thereof; 

▪ Retail tobacco shops; 

▪ Designated smoking guest rooms at hotels and other public lodging 

establishments; and 

▪ Stand-alone bars. 

Currently, s. 386.204, F.S., prohibits a person from smoking in an enclosed indoor 

workplace, except as otherwise provided in s. 386.2045, F.S. Section 386.2045, F.S., 
delineates specific exceptions to enclosed workplaces for certain locations where 

tobacco smoking may be permitted, including: private residences, retail tobacco 
shops, designated smoking guest rooms, stand-alone bars, rooms designated for 
smoking cessation and medical or scientific research, and customs smoking rooms in 

airport in transit lounges. 
 

Vaping Products 
A systematic review of the health risks from passive exposure to such vapor 
concluded that “the absolute impact from [second-hand] exposure to [tobacco vapor] 

has the potential to lead to adverse health effects.” 
 

E-cigarettes have simply not been around long enough to determine their long-term 
health effects. However, studies have shown that probable cancer-causing chemicals, 
such as formaldehyde and acetaldehyde, are measurable in some e-cigarette vapor. 

The flavoring can contain diacetyl, a chemical linked to serious lung disease. The 
vapor has also been found to contain volatile organic compounds such as benzene, 

and heavy metals, such as nickel, tin, and lead. Scientists are still working to 
understand more fully the health effects and harmful doses of e-cigarette contents 
when they are heated and turned into an aerosol, both for active users who inhale 

from a device and for those who are exposed to the aerosol secondhand. There are 
more than 460 brands on the market, which vary widely in chemicals used and in 

the amount of nicotine they deliver. 
http://flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0065/Analyses/2017p0065.pre.gp.PDF 

http://flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0091/Analyses/2017p0091.pre.dr.PDF
http://flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0065/Analyses/2017p0065.pre.gp.PDF
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Proposal 6012 

Florida Constitution Revision Commission 

Ballot Summary  

A proposal to create new sections in Article X and Article XII of the State Constitution 

to prohibit the racing of and wagering on greyhounds and other dogs after a specified 

date. 

Summary from Proposal Analysis  

The proposal creates new sections in Article X and Article XII of the State Constitution 
to prohibit wagering on greyhound or other dog races on or after December 31, 2019. 

The proposal also provides that the failure to conduct live greyhound racing after 
December 31, 2019, does not constitute grounds to revoke or deny other gaming 
licenses.  

 
Currently operating greyhound facilities will be required to cease wagering on 

greyhound races after December 31, 2019, but may continue other gaming activities, 
including operating cardrooms and slot machines. 

 

http://flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0067/Analyses/2017p0067.pre.ex.PDF 

 

http://flcrc.gov/Proposals/Commissioner/2017/0067/Analyses/2017p0067.pre.ex.PDF

